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VALIER PUBLIC LIBRARY COMPUTER/INTERNET ACCESS POLICY

2015
We are pleased to offer the Internet to patrons of the Valier Public Library, (VPL). The goal of the library is to provide patrons with an educational tool to meet the objectives of the Mission Statement of VPL.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Valier Public Library is to ensure physical and virtual learning environments that incite study, discovery and creativity.  Our space provides the opportunity for freedom of self-expression through free and convenient access to all forms of literature, technologies, continuing education and community meetings for all.

Access to Internet is compatible with the library’s endorsement of the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read, and the Freedom to View documents and with its Collection Development Policy and Mission Statement.

The Internet allows users to connect to networks of resources outside the library. It is a freely accessible and largely unregulated resource. VPL has no control over these resources, nor does the library have complete knowledge of what is on the Internet. Information on the Internet may be reliable and current or it may be inaccurate, out-of-date, or unavailable at times. Some content may be offensive. Some information accessed through the Internet may not meet Valier Public Library Collection Development guidelines.

Library users access the Internet at their own discretion. Staff will assist patrons with Internet use as time permits but cannot offer personal instruction. Formal instruction or information on Internet may be offered by the library at predetermined times. Parents should provide guidance for their own children in the use of the Internet.

Legal Purposes

User must use computer resources for legal purposes only. Unacceptable purposes include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Destruction or damage to equipment, software, or data belonging to the library. In the case of destruction or damage, patron will pay actual or replacement cost.

· Unauthorized monitoring or disruption of electronic communications.

· Unauthorized use or destruction of data of other users.

· Unauthorized copying of copyright-protected material.

· Harassing, libeling or slandering other users.
· Using or knowingly allowing another to use any computer, computer network, computer system, or program, or software to devise or execute any artifice or scheme to defraud or to obtain money, property, services, or other things of value by false pretenses, promises or representations, or for financial or commercial gain.

· Violating state or federal laws pertaining to the unauthorized use of computing resources or networks.

· Use of other organization’s network or computing resources must comply with the rules appropriate for that network. Transmission of any material in violation of any federal or state regulation is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to, copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material or material protected by trade secret.

· Laws prohibiting the production or distribution of child pornography and obscenity apply to the Internet. These laws provide protection for libraries and their users.

· Minors who access inappropriate materials will lose their computer privileges and a parent will be notified.  Privileges will not be reinstated until the parent has come in to visit with the Librarian.  

· Anyone breaking the Internet rules will lose their privileges for the period of one week.  Continued infractions will result in a length of time to be determined by Librarian. Serious infractions will come before the Library Board.

Any user identified as a security risk or having a history of problems with other computer systems will be denied access to the Internet and/or other electronic networks.

Using the Internet

· THIS IS A NONSECURED CONNECTION!!! 
· Limit your use of the Internet to 30 minutes if another patron is waiting.  For a total of 90 minutes per day.
· All printing must be COMPLETED during your user time.

· You may call and schedule time to use the Internet before you come to the library.

·  Reserved times begin and end on the hour and/or half hour.

· If you have scheduled a time on the Internet and you are more than ten minutes late, your time will be forfeited if someone else is waiting.

· You may not use your own software programs on the Internet access computer.  Flashdrives, mp3s, ipods, ereaders, and cameras are allowed.
· The librarian’s decision in all disputes is final.

There are no CIPA filters on Valier Public Library computers.  All sites may come up when typed in accidental or otherwise.  PARENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR CHILD’S VIEWING.
Files may be printed at a charge of $.25 per page. Files may not be downloaded to the hard drive. 

VPL is not responsible for damage to patron’s disk, flashdrives, cameras, ereaders, mp3s, iPods, computers nor any plug and play device or wireless device using the unsecured network or for any loss of data, nor damage or liability that may occur from patron use of the library’s computer.

Wireless Computer Use
Network Security:  There is the possibility of radio signals (wireless) being intercepted.  VPL is not responsible for lost or stolen data.

Network Availability:  WLANs can be flaky and laptops can be even more so.  You may lose signal at random.  VPL is not responsible for lost data.  Be sure to hit Save frequently when working.
Personal Equipment Security:  VPL is not responsible for stolen equipment, lost data due to equipment failure, viruses, worms, stolen identity, stolen files, etc.

Filtering:  VPL does not filter internet connections.
Support:   VPL staff will tell you how to find a signal on your laptop. (My Network Places)  Staff will not touch your laptop due to liability.
PAGE  
3

